Writing using the Four C’s




Name _________________________

If a balloon is rubbed on your hair it becomes negatively charged and your hair becomes positively charged. It is attracted to your hair and other positively charged objects. It is repelled by other negatively charged objects. Why is the balloon attracted to neutral objects?  

Draw a diagram of a charged balloon and a neutral wall that will help explain this.

What are the 3 key points that are needed? In what order should they come? 

Correct:  If the answer contains information that is wrong, mark that with an X.
Complete: The answer should include the essential points with emphasis. Mark each with a check mark.

Concise: If there is irrelevant information, repetition or wordiness, draw a line through that material.


Clear: If you are not quite sure what they mean – add question marks.     

Mark the sample answers below using the symbols described above. 
1) The positive balloon is attracted to the neutral wall because positive charges are attracted to both neutral charges and negative charges according to the Law of Electrostatic Forces.

1) The balloon is attracted to a wall because a neutral wall contains equal numbers of positive and negative charges. The positive charges are stronger than the negative charges that try to repel the balloon.

2) Positive charges in the wall pull harder on the balloon than the negative charges repel. Negative charges in the wall move away.
3) To understand why a negatively charged balloon is attracted to a neutrally charged wall, you need to be aware that the wall is not just neutrally charged. It also has protons, neutrons and electrons in it. The protons are positively charged, the electrons are negatively charged and the neutrons are neutral. 
4) A negatively charged balloon is an attraction of a neutral wall that keeps it generating a static attraction that overcompensates for the repulsing forces and also friction and gravity help.
Write an answer that is clear, complete, concise and correct. Include a diagram. 

