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Election of Offic ers 

Enclosed with this newsletter is a 
b a l lot for the election of officers . We 
h ave two candidates for the office of Vi c e 
President and one fo r Hember-at - Large . 
All of these nominations were made by 
the nominating commi ttee , since there 
were no nominations from the general 
membership. (This was a bit of a surprise ; 
l ast year there were some nominations from 
t he members . ) 

The c andidates for Vice-President are 
Gord McKye and Jim McTavish; both are very 
strong candidates, as you will see from 
t he biographica l descriptions which are 
enc l osed . Please mark your ballot and 
mail it in the enclosed enve lope by May 30 . 

The new Hember-at-Large (by acclamation) 
is John Earnshaw , Chairman of the Physics 
Dept . at Trent University . John has been 
very active in Physics education , and has 
presented papers at conferences held by 
AAPT , STAO, and CAP. He is a me mber of the 
c ommittee working on the ST.Z\0 Physics 
Assessment Instrument Pool which is a test 
bank of physics questions fo r use in the 
secondary schools . His ex?erience and 
expertise Hill be of great use in the AAPT
Ontario Executive . 

There was much discussion within the 
nominating cornr.1i t tee , and vii th other members 
o f l~PT-Ontario, regarding the number of 
c a ndidates to be nominated for each office . 
I t was decided, for this year at least, to 
nominate two poeple for the office of Vice 
President (a mos t important office) and to 
nominate only one person for Member-at- large. 
I f you have an opinion (positive or n~gatlve) 
c oncerning this decision , rl~ase let lt be 
k nown to the nominating commlttee (Ernle 
McFar l and , Dean Gaily , and George Kelly) . 

Con ference Approaching Quickly 

There is now less than a month until 
the AAPT- Onta:::-io conference . vie have n01>1 
{May l B) between 50 and 60 preregistrants , 
and t he number is increasing daily . 

Al though the preregistration deadline 
wa s May 15 , a kind eye will be turned to 
preregistration forms arriving before _the 
end o f May . So i f y ou haven ' t prereglstered , 
do it now ! 

Re g istration fees "at the door " wi ll be 
$1 more per day than the p r eregistration fees . 

Meniliership Renewa l 

I f you haven ' t rene1ved y_our AAP'l'-:-Ontario 
membership for 1980-Bl , now lS the _tJ.me t o d o 
s o . u se the top portion (membershlp renewa l) 
o f t he conference preregistration form sent 
wi th the previous news l e tter , or just. send 
your n~me with a dollar to Doug Cunn~ng?am , 
Druce Peninsula DIIS , P . 0 . Box 178 , LJ.on s 
Head , Ont. NOH 1\-10 , 

NE \rV S L ETTER 

Have You Seen ? 

l. PS NeviS 

VOLUf E L NO. 4 

~1AY I 1980 

" PS (Pr ob l em Solving) News " i s a sha r i ng 
o f i deas about problem solving . It i s 
printed bi - monthly by the Department of 
Chemical Engineering, McMaster University , 
Hamilton, LBS 4L7 . The mos t recent issue 
( #7 , March -April l 9BOi has some interest
i ng information from the Doctoral thesis 
of Herb Lin of the Physics Dept . a t MIT 
concerning the problem solving difficu l ties 
encountered by freshman students in ?hysi c s . 

To get on the mailing list for " PS News" 
contact D. R. Woods at McMaster (address 
above ) . It ' s free. 

2 . Current 

" Current" is a comoonent in Ontario Hydro ' s 
Energy Education Pro~:::-am; it is ?Ublished 
s ix times pe r year . ·The first issue came 
o ut quite recently (~arch , 1980). 

From the editorial : "Energy is now ?erceived 
b y educators as a topic that is an important 
a rea for study in the classroom . The question 
i s h ow to include it? We hooe that ' Curren t ' 
wi ll be a helpful contribution to•.,•ard a l le v i ating 
the serious shortage of resou rc e material s and 
t oward providing background infor~atio~ as the 
basis for lesson planning or to s upport class 
roo~ projects . We will . . . feature inte rvi ews 
with people concerned about energy, explanations 
o f c omp lex technology and new perspectives on 
t he future of our energy problems . " 

The first is s ue featured (among o ther things ) 
a n i nterview with Tuzo Wilson , a column by Jay 
Ingram ("Quirks and Quarks") , and a display of 
postage stamps (related to energy) from the 
collection of Jim Hunt of the Phys i c s Dept . of 
the University of Guelph . 

To r ece i ve a free subscr i ption to "Cur r e n t " 
con ta c t P . J . Spratt & Associates , 2 12 Ki ng St . 
W. , Suite 21 4 , Toronto , MSH lKS 

~ LUCTOR CANADA 
tUCI OR 

VISIT OUR DISPLAY AND SEE 

"THE AIRTABLE OF TH E FUTU RE " 

- NO STROBELIGHT OR CAMERA REQUIRED 
- QUICK SET UP AND El\SY OPERATiml 
- Lm"i OPERATING COSTS 

Copying of this newsle t ter has been provided 
c ourtesy of t he Phy s ics Department o f the 
University o f Gue l ph. 



SUMMER 'S CELESTIAL HIGHL IGHTS 

by Doug Cunningham 

The warm summer evenings coupled with 
vacations away from city lights bring many 
people closer to the stars than at any time 
of the year - and what a time to be aware ! 
The beautiful star clouds of the Milky Way , 
riding high overhead through the constellation 
of Cyg nus , and continu ing on through Aquil a 
and down into Sagittarius , are imp ressive 
in themselves , yet seen through 7 x 35 
binoculars they p~esent the viewer with a 
sight that is just stunning. The annua l 
Pe rseid meteor shower peaks on the night of 
August 11th-12th at which time 50 bright 
meteo rs per hour can b~ sighted . The 
occurrence of this faithful shower so close 
to new moon makes this event a viewing must . 
At the beginning of June the 5 naked eye 
planets will be visible just after sunset -
beginning with Saturn near the merid ian and 
continuing westward through Mars , Jupiter, 
Ven us and Mercury - certainly a striki ng 
sight. Mentally connect these planets with 
an i nvisible line - you have now tra ced the 
ecliptic on the sky and are looking out 
through the plane of our solar s ystem - neat ! 
All through the summe r months the moon , in 
various phases , will make close approaches 
to these planets and will , in some instances, 
ac tually cover-up the planet - an event 
known as an occultation. As an aid for those 
unfamiliar with the summer skies I've enclosed 
a diagram of the constellations as seen from 
Southern Ontario during mid July at 10 : 00 pm . 

Celes tial Events For June 

June 1 
June 5 
June 11 
June 12 
June 14 
June 18 
June 19 

June 20 
June 21 
June 25 
June 28 

Mercury 0 . 3°N of Venus 
Last Quarter ~oon 
Aldebaran 0 . 7 S of the Moon 
New Moon 
Mercury Greatest Elongation E 
Jupiter 0 . 01° South of the Moon 
Mars 20 South of the Moon 
Saturn 0 . 3° South of the Moon 
First Quarter Moon 
Summer Begins 
Mars 1.7° S of Sa ~ urn 
Full 11oon 

Celestial Events For July 

July 5 
July 9 
July 12 
July 15 
July 17 
July 20 
July 21 
July 27 
July 28 
July 31 

Last Quarter Moon 
Venus 0.2° s of the Moon 
New Moon 
Jupiter 0 . 6° S of the Moon 
Saturn 0 . 7° s of the Moon 
First Quarter Hoon 
Venus Greatest Brilliancy 
Full Moon 
Heteor Shower - 6 Aquarids 10/hr . 
Me rcury Greatest Elongation W. 

Celestial Events For August 

Aug . 3 Last Qua;ter Moon 
Aug. 6 Venus 0 . 3° s of the Moon 
Aug. 9 ~1crcury 20 N of the ~loon 

Aug. 10 New Moon 
Aug. 11 Perseid Meteors - 50 per hour 
Aug. 12 Jupiter 10 s of ~loon 

Aug. 13 Saturn 10 s of ~loom 

Aug . 18 First Quarter ~loon 

Aug. 24 Venus Greatest Elongation - IV 46° 
Aug. 25 Full Moon 

Lost Member ! 

Our last mailing (conference programme, etc.) 
addressed to one of our members was returned by 
the postal authorities, claiming tha t there is 
no such person at the address that we used. 

The member is Duncan Edwards; the address 
that we used is R. R. #3 , Stouf fville. 

If you know Duncan Edward s and can give us 
his address (or can ask him to send us his 
address), please help us out . Thank you . The 
correct address should be sent to Doug 
Cunningham, Bruce Peninsula , D. S. , P . O. Box 
178 , Lion's Head, Ont . NOH lWO 

Bus iness, Personal, Educational 
79 9 ERSKINE AVENUE . Unrt lA 1705) 748·2393 

PETERBOROUGH. ONTARIO K9J 5Vl 

Coming Up 

June 13-14 AAPT-Ontario Conference , Trent 
University , Peterborough 

June 16-19 CAP Conference , McMaste r 
University, Hamilton 

June 25-27 AAPT Summer Conferen ce, Troy, N.Y. 

Nov . 6- 8 STAO 80 , Skyline Hotel, Toronto 

The Summer Skies - mi d-July - 10:00 p.m. 

Ol'ientat ion: Turn t he chart until the direction 

you are facing is at the bottcm. 

Sout h ------ Hilky Way 
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